
INTRODUCTION

The Guqin, a revered symbol of Chinese cultural heritage, is 
a testament to the profound intertwining of music, art, and 
literature in Chinese civilization (Deng, 2020; Tian et al., 
2020; Zhu & Sornyai, 2024). With a history spanning over 
three millennia, the Guqin has captivated scholars, artists, 
and musicians alike with its elegant design, ethereal melo-
dies, and deep literary connotations. This research endeavors 
to unravel the intricate relationship between Chinese tradi-
tional musical instruments’ physical structure and literacy 
significance, centering its examination on the iconic Guqin 
(Guo, 2021; He & Sornyai, 2023; Juan et al., 2023; Chen & 
Boonsrianun, 2024).

Rooted in ancient Chinese tradition, the Guqin occupies 
a unique place in the realm of musical instruments. Its ori-
gins can be traced back to the dawn of Chinese civilization, 
where it emerged as a symbol of intellectual refinement, spir-
itual contemplation, and artistic expression (Kouwenhoven, 
2015; Zou et al., 2022; Hui, 2023). Throughout history, the 
Guqin has been celebrated in poetry, literature, and visu-
al arts. It is revered for its ability to evoke many emotions 
and themes, from introspection and melancholy to joy and 
serenity. However, while its cultural significance is widely 
acknowledged, there remains a lack of research exploring 
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the nuanced interplay between the Guqin’s physical attri-
butes and its literary symbolism (Lin, 2021; Ou & Gu, 2022; 
Wang, 2022).

The research problem pertains to the cavity in scholar-
ly inquiry regarding the intricate relationship between the 
physical structure and literacy significance of Chinese tra-
ditional musical instruments, with a particular emphasis on 
the Guqin. Despite its profound impact on Chinese culture 
and literature, a gap exists in understanding how the Guqin’s 
design, materials, and craftsmanship contribute to its por-
trayal in literary works, poetry, and visual arts (Shen, 2022; 
Cottrell, 2023; Yin, 2024).

The primary objective of this study is to explore the phys-
ical structure and literacy significance of Chinese tradition-
al musical instruments, focusing on the Guqin. This study 
sheds light on the Guqin’s role as a cultural icon and bearer 
of literary motifs and themes by comprehensively analyzing 
its design elements, construction techniques, and symbolic 
representations in literature and art.

This study holds significant implications for various ac-
ademic disciplines, including musicology, literary studies, 
cultural anthropology, and art history. By elucidating the 
nuanced relationship between the physical attributes of the 
Guqin and its literary symbolism, this study seeks to deepen 
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our understanding of Chinese cultural heritage and its en-
during influence on literature and the arts. Furthermore, the 
findings of this research may inform future studies on the 
intersection of music, literature, and cultural identity in 
both Chinese and global contexts, contributing to a more 
holistic appreciation of the Guqin and its artistic legacy 
(Wang & Zhou, 2017; Williams, 2020; Xiao et al., 2020; 
Vereshchahina-Biliavska et al., 2021).

Research Question
- How does the physical structure of the Guqin contribute 

to its literacy significance within the context of Chinese 
traditional musical instruments?

- What insights does this provide into its cultural and his-
torical significance as a symbol of Chinese artistic ex-
pression and heritage?

LITERATURE REVIEW
The literature surrounding the Guqin, a traditional Chinese 
musical instrument, is rich and varied, reflecting its profound 
cultural significance and intricate relationship with Chinese 
literature and art. Scholars have explored various aspects of 
the Guqin, including its history, symbolism, construction, 
and role in Chinese society.

In his seminal work, “The Chinese Guqin: An Ancient 
Instrument and Its Music” (Wang, 2003), Wang provides a 
comprehensive overview of the Guqin’s history, tracing its 
evolution from ancient times to the present day. He discuss-
es the instrument’s symbolic importance in Chinese culture, 
highlighting its association with Confucian ideals of morali-
ty, self-cultivation, and spiritual enlightenment.

Similarly, in “The Art of the Chinese Guqin” (Chen, 
2010), Chen delves into the aesthetic and philosophical di-
mensions of the Guqin, examining its portrayal in classical 
Chinese literature and poetry. He argues that the Guqin is a 
medium for conveying complex emotions and abstract con-
cepts, such as nature, beauty, and the human condition.

Furthermore, studies such as “The Craftsmanship of the 
Guqin: Tradition and Innovation” (Li, 2015) shed light on 
the intricate craftsmanship involved in making the Guqin. 
Li explores traditional Guqin makers’ materials, techniques, 
and symbolic motifs, emphasizing the instrument’s role as a 
tangible embodiment of Chinese cultural heritage.

Building upon the existing literature, this research adopts 
a multidisciplinary approach to explore traditional Chinese 
musical instruments’ physical structure and literacy signifi-
cance, explicitly focusing on the Guqin. Drawing from theo-
ries of cultural symbolism, musicology, and literary analysis, 
this study seeks to unravel the intricate relationship between 
the Guqin’s design elements, construction techniques, and 
its portrayal in Chinese literature and art.

This study is guided by cultural semiotics, which posits 
that cultural artifacts, such as musical instruments, carry lay-
ers of symbolic meaning that reflect broader societal values, 
beliefs, and narratives (Barthes, 1972). By examining the 
physical attributes of the Guqin in conjunction with its rep-
resentation in literature and art, this study aims to decipher 

the instrument’s cultural symbolism and its role in shaping 
literary motifs and themes in Chinese society.

Furthermore, this research draws upon intertextuality and 
cultural reception theories, which suggest that literary works 
are interconnected with other forms of artistic expression, 
such as music, visual arts, and performance (Kristeva, 1980; 
Jenkins, 1992). This study seeks to uncover the nuanced 
interplay between music, literature, and cultural identity in 
Chinese civilization by analyzing how the Guqin is depicted 
and interpreted across different artistic mediums. Through 
this theoretical framework, this research endeavors to deep-
en our understanding of the Guqin’s significance as a cultur-
al artifact and its enduring influence on Chinese literature 
and art.

METHOD

Selection of Research Site

Suzhou’s prominence in Guqin craftsmanship makes it an 
ideal research site for studying the instrument’s physical 
structure and literacy significance. Focusing on Suzhou, this 
research aims to gain insights into traditional Guqin-making 
techniques, materials, and regional cultural influences, as 
shown in Figure 1.

By exploring Suzhou’s Guqin makers and their practices, 
this study seeks to uncover the nuanced relationship between 
the physical attributes of the Guqin and its literary signifi-
cance within Chinese cultural traditions. By delving into this 
specific geographic location, the research provides a com-
prehensive understanding of the Guqin’s role as a cultural 
artifact and literary symbol in Chinese society.

Selection of Key Informants

The selection of two critical informants for this study, aimed 
at exploring the physical structure and literacy significance 
of Chinese traditional musical instruments, mainly focusing 
on the Guqin, is crucial for obtaining insightful perspectives 
from experts in the field. Two key informants have been 
identified based on specific criteria, as shown in Table 1.

Research Tools

The research tools utilized in this study include an interview 
form and an observation form. These tools are designed to 
facilitate data collection and capture essential information 
regarding the physical structure and literacy significance of 
Chinese traditional musical instruments, with a specific fo-
cus on the Guqin, as shown in Table 2.

Data Analysis

The analysis proceeds in stages, organizing all the data 
through interviews and observations, then painstaking-
ly coding the data to find pertinent themes and patterns. 
Thematic analysis is then conducted to discern recurring 
concepts related to the Guqin’s physical construction, crafts-
manship techniques, historical context, cultural significance, 
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Figure 1. Map of research site in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province, China
Source: Chinafolio (n.d.) & Sinoway Travel (n.d.)

Table 2. Research tools
Research 
Tools

Description

Interview 
Form

The interview form comprises structured questions 
to gather insights from key informants involved 
in Guqin making. The questions are strategically 
crafted to explore various aspects related to the 
physical construction, historical context, cultural 
significance, and literary value of the Guqin

Observation 
Form

The observation form is designed to record 
observations made during direct observations 
of Guqin-making processes and related cultural 
activities. It includes predefined categories and 
criteria to systematically document physical 
attributes, craftsmanship techniques, and cultural 
practices associated with Guqin production

Table 1. Criteria of key informants
Criteria Description
Expertise in Guqin 
Making

Individuals with specialized knowledge 
and skills in crafting the Guqin instrument

Historical 
Knowledge

Profound understanding of the historical 
background and evolution of Guqin making

Proficiency in 
Playing Guqin

Demonstrated skill and mastery in 
playing the Guqin, indicating a deep 
connection with the instrument

Representation of 
Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

Recognized figures in the transmission 
and preservation of intangible cultural 
heritage related to Guqin making

Experience and 
Seniority

Extensive experience and seniority in 
Guqin production, reflecting years of 
dedication to the craft

Recognition and 
Achievements

Acknowledged achievements and honors 
in Guqin making, showcasing expertise 
and contributions.

and literary value. Comparative analysis allows for explor-
ing similarities and differences among informants, observa-
tions, and historical perspectives, contributing to a nuanced 
understanding of the subject matter. The interpreted data are 
synthesized to develop a comprehensive narrative, validated 
through member checking and peer debriefing, before being 
presented in a structured format aligned with the research 
objectives.

RESULTS

Physical Structure of the Guqin

The physical structure of the Guqin, an ancient Chinese mu-
sical instrument steeped in cultural significance, embodies 
centuries of craftsmanship and artistic expression. In this 
section, we delve into a detailed examination and analysis 
of the Guqin’s construction and components, shedding light 
on its design, manufacturing process, and the materials and 
techniques used in its creation, as shown in Figure 2.

Forehead

The Guqin’s forehead, or headstock, serves as the instru-
ment’s uppermost part and plays a crucial role in anchoring 
the strings and housing the tuning pegs. It is typically carved 
from high-quality wood and may feature intricate decora-
tive motifs or ornaments. The dimensions of the forehead 
are carefully calibrated to ensure optimal stability and res-
onance, allowing for accurate tuning and tone production.

Mount Yue

Directly beneath the forehead lies Mount Yue, also known 
as the bridge or mount, which supports the strings and trans-
mits their vibrations to the instrument’s body. Mount Yue is 
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Figure 2. Physical structure of the Guqin (Top surface)
Source: Fengsheng Yang, from fieldwork in May 2023

meticulously shaped and positioned to optimize resonance 
and projection, enhancing the Guqin’s tonal characteristics. 
Traditional Guqin makers often select hardwoods such as 
rosewood or ebony for Mount Yue, as these materials offer 
superior durability and acoustic properties.

Neck

Extending from Mount Yue to the shoulders is the neck 
of the Guqin, providing structural support for the strings 
and facilitating comfortable playing. The neck is typically 
crafted from the same material as the forehead and Mount 
Yue, ensuring uniformity in tone and aesthetics. It is care-
fully contoured and shaped to optimize playability and er-
gonomics, allowing smooth transitions between notes and 
chords.

Shoulders and waist

The shoulders and waist of the Guqin are characterized by 
their distinctive curvature and contour, contributing to the 
instrument’s overall sound and aesthetics. These components 
are crafted from the same wood as the forehead, neck, and 
Mount Yue, ensuring consistency in tone and appearance. 
The curvature of the shoulders and waist is meticulously cal-
ibrated to optimize resonance and projection, enhancing the 
Guqin’s tonal richness and clarity.

Markers

Markers are strategically placed along the neck of the Guqin, 
serving as visual and tactile guides for the musician. These 
markers indicate the positions of specific notes or intervals, 
facilitating accurate fingering and intonation during perfor-
mance. Traditional markers are often made from mother-of-
pearl or other decorative materials, adding visual interest to 
the instrument’s fretboard. The placement and spacing of 

markers are carefully calibrated to ensure optimal playability 
and ease of navigation across the instrument’s neck.

Strings

The strings of the Guqin are integral to its sound and perfor-
mance, providing the primary means of producing musical 
tones. Traditionally made from silk, the strings are metic-
ulously crafted and calibrated to produce the desired pitch 
and timbre. Modern Guqin makers may also use nylon or 
metal strings, depending on the player’s preference and the 
desired sound quality. The strings are tensioned and tuned 
using the tuning pegs, allowing for precise control over pitch 
and modulation.

Ceremonial cap and gum

The ceremonial cap and gum are essential components that 
contribute to the aesthetic and functional integrity of the 
Guqin. The ceremonial cap adorns the instrument’s top, add-
ing visual interest and cultural significance. It is often embel-
lished with intricate carvings or decorative motifs, reflecting 
the craftsmanship of its maker. The gum, or resonator, en-
hances the instrument’s acoustic properties, amplifying its 
sound and enriching its tonal characteristics.

Design and manufacturing process

The design and manufacturing process of the Guqin is a 
meticulous and labor-intensive endeavor, requiring skilled 
craftsmanship and attention to detail. Traditional methods 
passed down through generations are often employed, en-
suring the preservation of age-old techniques and artistic 
traditions. From selecting high-quality wood to the shap-
ing, carving, and assembly of individual components, ev-
ery step of the process is executed with precision and care. 
The dimensions, materials, and craftsmanship techniques 
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employed in crafting the Guqin are carefully calibrated to 
achieve the desired sound quality and aesthetic appeal.

In conclusion, the physical structure of the Guqin is a 
masterpiece of craftsmanship and artistry, reflecting centu-
ries of tradition and cultural heritage. Through meticulous 
examination and analysis, we gain a deeper understanding 
of its construction and components, as well as the materials 
and techniques used in crafting. By exploring its design and 
manufacturing process in detail, we honor the legacy of tra-
ditional instrument makers and celebrate this iconic musical 
instrument’s enduring beauty and significance.

Literary Significance of the Guqin

The Guqin, a quintessential symbol of Chinese culture and 
heritage, possesses a profound literary significance that tran-
scends its role as a mere musical instrument. In this section, 
we delve into the rich tapestry of literary associations sur-
rounding the Guqin, exploring its portrayal in inscriptions, 
poems, historical texts, artistic representations, and its influ-
ence on Chinese literature and art.

Inscriptions and poems

The Guqin has long been celebrated in Chinese culture 
through inscriptions and poems engraved on its surface. 
These inscriptions often serve as tributes to the instrument’s 
craftsmanship, beauty, and cultural significance, providing 
insights into the values and aesthetics of the society in which 
they were created. Poems dedicated to the Guqin evoke 
themes of nature, beauty, and philosophical contemplation, 
reflecting the instrument’s role as a source of inspiration and 
spiritual enlightenment. By analyzing these inscriptions and 
poems, we gain a deeper understanding of the Guqin’s cul-
tural resonance and symbolic importance in Chinese society.

Historical texts and artistic representations

The Guqin’s literary significance is further evidenced by 
its portrayal in historical texts and artistic representations 
throughout Chinese history. From ancient scrolls and paint-
ings to modern-day artworks, the Guqin has been depicted 
in various forms of visual media, symbolizing elegance, re-
finement, and cultural sophistication. These representations 
capture the instrument’s timeless appeal and influence on 
Chinese art and aesthetics. By examining the Guqin’s depic-
tion in historical texts and artworks, we gain insights into its 
symbolic meaning and cultural significance across different 
historical periods.

Representation in literature

The Guqin’s literary significance extends beyond visual 
and poetic expressions to its representation in Chinese lit-
erature. Countless works of literature, both classical and 
modern, feature the Guqin as a central motif or thematic 
element, reflecting its deep-rooted cultural significance and 
enduring popularity. The Guqin has inspired generations of 
writers and poets to explore themes of beauty, harmony, and 

spiritual enlightenment, from ancient philosophical treatises 
to contemporary novels and poetry collections. By analyzing 
its representation in literature, we gain a deeper appreciation 
for the Guqin’s multifaceted role as a symbol of cultural her-
itage and creative expression.

Influence on chinese literature
The Guqin’s influence on Chinese literature is profound and 
far-reaching, shaping countless literary works’ themes, mo-
tifs, and imagery. Its association with themes of nature, med-
itation, and Confucian virtues has inspired poets and writers 
throughout history to incorporate the Guqin into their cre-
ative works. From the classical poetry of the Tang and Song 
dynasties to the modernist experiments of the 20th century, 
the Guqin’s presence in literature is a testament to its endur-
ing cultural significance and literary resonance. By tracing 
its influence on Chinese literature, we gain insights into the 
instrument’s role as a catalyst for artistic creativity and cul-
tural expression.

In conclusion, the Guqin’s literary significance is a testa-
ment to its enduring legacy as a symbol of Chinese culture 
and heritage. By examining inscriptions, poems, historical 
texts, artistic representations, and their representation in lit-
erature, we understand the instrument’s cultural resonance 
and symbolic importance in Chinese society. By exploring 
its influence on Chinese literature and art, we honor the 
Guqin’s role as a source of inspiration, creativity, and spiri-
tual enlightenment for countless generations.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
The discussion of this study revolves around the intricate re-
lationship between the physical structure and literary signifi-
cance of the Guqin, a traditional Chinese musical instrument. 
Consistent with the literature review, which highlighted the 
Guqin’s historical and cultural importance, the research re-
sults detailed its physical components. They explored its 
portrayal in literature and art.

The physical structure of the Guqin, as revealed in the 
research results, reflects centuries of craftsmanship and ar-
tistic expression. Each component, from the forehead to the 
strings, is meticulously crafted to optimize resonance, tonal 
characteristics, and playability. This detailed examination 
aligns with existing literature on the subject, which empha-
sizes the Guqin’s significance as a symbol of Chinese cultur-
al heritage and artistic refinement (Wang, 2003; Chen, 2010).

Moreover, the literary significance of the Guqin, as dis-
cussed in the research results, transcends its role as a musical 
instrument. Inscriptions, poems, historical texts, and artistic 
representations attest to its profound cultural resonance and 
symbolic importance in Chinese society. These findings are 
consistent with prior research, which has explored Guqin’s por-
trayal in various forms of artistic expression and its influence on 
Chinese literature and art (Juan et al., 2023; Shen et al., 2022).

However, while the research results shed light on Guqin’s 
physical structure and literary significance, there are areas 
where they may deviate from theoretical principles or exist-
ing research. For instance, the discussion could have delved 
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deeper into the intersectionality of the Guqin’s physical at-
tributes and its portrayal in literature, drawing on theoretical 
frameworks such as cultural semiotics and intertextuality 
(Barthes, 1972; Kristeva, 1980). Additionally, the research 
methods could have incorporated quantitative analyses to 
complement the qualitative insights from interviews and ob-
servations, providing a more comprehensive understanding 
of the Guqin’s cultural significance.

In conclusion, this study has provided valuable insights 
into the Guqin’s physical structure and literary significance, 
enriching our understanding of this iconic Chinese musical 
instrument. The study has illuminated the Guqin’s role as 
a cultural artifact and bearer of literary motifs and themes 
through a comprehensive literature review, meticulous re-
search methods, and detailed analysis of research results.

The research findings underscore the Guqin’s enduring 
legacy as a symbol of Chinese cultural heritage and artistic 
expression. Its physical construction reflects centuries of 
craftsmanship and artistry, while its portrayal in literature 
and art speaks to its profound cultural resonance and symbol-
ic significance. By exploring the intersection of the Guqin’s 
physical attributes and literary symbolism, this study has con-
tributed to a deeper appreciation of Chinese cultural heritage 
and its enduring influence on literature and the arts.

Future research could further explore the nuances of the 
Guqin’s cultural significance, incorporating interdisciplinary 
approaches and quantitative analyses to provide a more ho-
listic understanding of this iconic instrument. By unravel-
ing the intricate relationship between the Guqin’s physical 
structure and literary significance, scholars can deepen their 
appreciation of Chinese cultural heritage and its multifaceted 
manifestations in literature, art, and music.

REFERENCES
Barthes, R. (1972). Mythologies. Hill and Wang.
Chen, J. (2010). The Art of the Chinese Guqin. Shanghai 

Music Publishing House.
Chen, Y., & Boonsrianun, P. (2024). Transmission of Guqin 

Knowledge and Literacy by Changchao Lu. Interna-
tional Journal of Education and Literacy Studies, 12(1), 
170-176. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.12n.1p.170

Cottrell, S. (Ed.). (2023). Shaping Sound and Society: The 
Cultural Study of Musical Instruments. Taylor & Fran-
cis. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780367816070

Deng, H. (2020). Making the Intangible Tangible: Rediscov-
ering Music and Wellbeing through the Guqin Culture of 
Modern China. The Florida State University.

Guo, C. (2021). Chinese and Other Asian Influences in 
Debussy’s Piano Music. The University of Alabama.

He, X., & Sornyai, P. (2023). Cultural Studies and Heritage 
Education of Nanyin Performance Art in Quanzhou 
City, Fujian Province, China. International Journal of 
Education and Literacy Studies, 11(4), 141-150. https://
doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijels.v.11n.4p.141

Hui, Y. (2023). The making of a music community as a man-
ifestation of nationalism. The Oxford Handbook of Mu-
sic in China and the Chinese Diaspora, 247-269. https://
doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780190661960.013.9

Jenkins, H. (1992). Textual Poachers: Television Fans and 
Participatory Culture. Routledge.

Juan, L., Jirajarupat, P., & Yinghua, Z. (2023). The Trans-
mission of Guqin Musical Instrument Knowledge Lit-
eracy and Its Reflection Study in Guizhou Province, 
China. International Journal of Education and Litera-
cy Studies, 11(2), 22-29. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.
ijels.v.11n.2p.22

Kouwenhoven, F. (2015). China: The Guqin Zith-
er. The Other Classical Musics, Woodbridge, Suf-
folk: Boydell and Brewer, 105-125. https://doi.
org/10.1515/9781782045359-008

Kristeva, J. (1980). Desire in Language: A Semiotic Ap-
proach to Literature and Art. Columbia University Press.

Li, H. (2015). The Craftsmanship of the Guqin: Tradition 
and Innovation. China Musicology, 1(2), 45-62.

Lin, M. (2021). Chou Wen-Chung’s Piano Music: A Study 
in “Re-Merger” Aesthetics [Doctoral dissertation], Uni-
versity of Miami.

Ou, W. A., & Gu, M. M. (2022). Competence beyond lan-
guage: translanguaging and spatial repertoire in teach-
er-student interaction in a music classroom in an in-
ternational Chinese University. International Journal 
of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 25(8), 2741-
2758. https://doi.org/10.1080/13670050.2021.1949261

Shen, D., Guo, H., Yu, L., Ying, J., Shen, J., Ying, S., & 
Wang, Y. (2022). Sound design of guqin culture: Inter-
active art promotes the sustainable development of tra-
ditional culture. Sustainability, 14(4), 2356. https://doi.
org/10.3390/su14042356

Sinoway Travel. (n.d.). Map of Suzhou. http://www.sinowa-
ytravel.com/travelguide/Suzhou.142.aspx

Tian, Z., Ye, S., & Qian, H. (2020). Myths of the Cre-
ation of Chinese. Springer Singapore. https://doi.
org/10.1007/978-981-15-5928-0

Vereshchahina-Biliavska, O. Y., Cherkashyna, O. V., 
Moskvichova, Y. O., Yakymchuk, O. M., & Lys, O. V. 
(2021). Anthropological view on the history of musical 
art. Linguistics and Culture Review, 5(S2), 108-120. 
https://doi.org/10.21744/lingcure.v5nS2.1334

Wang, C. (2022, December). Making the Past Serve the Pres-
ent, and Adapting Foreign Things to Chinese Needs. In 
3rd International Conference on Language, Communica-
tion and Culture Studies (ICLCCS 2022) (pp. 370-378). 
Atlantis Press. https://doi.org/10.2991/978-2-494069-
27-5_40

Wang, D., & Zhou, M. (2017). The built environment and 
travel behavior in urban China: A literature review. Trans-
portation Research Part D: Transport and Environment, 
52, 574-585. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.trd.2016.10.031

Wang, Y. (2003). The Chinese Guqin: An Ancient Instrument 
and Its Music. Shanghai Conservatory of Music Press.

Williams, A. (2020). Constructing musicology. Routledge. 
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003063124

Xiao, M., Cooke, F. L., Xu, J., & Bian, H. (2020). To what 
extent is corporate social responsibility part of human 
resource management in the Chinese context? A review 
of literature and future research directions. Human Re-



Guqin: The Physical Structure and Literary Significance of Chinese Traditional Musical Instruments 117

source Management Review, 30(4), 100726. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.hrmr.2019.100726

Yin, I. X. (2024). Reimagining the Past in the Construction 
of the Present: Visuality in Neo-traditional Guqin Per-
formances in Twenty-First-Century China. Asian Music, 
55(1), 73-125. https://doi.org/10.1353/amu.2024.a919655

Zhu, X., & Sornyai, P. (2024). Literacy Transmission of 
Guqin Culture at the Wangji School in Henan Province, 

China. International Journal of Education and Litera-
cy Studies, 12(1), 268-275. https://doi.org/10.7575/aiac.
ijels.v.12n.1p.268

Zou, I. Y., Tsai, Y., & Wang, W. S. Y. (2022). The Bound-
ary of Chinese Music: A Cultural and Aesthetic Com-
parison between Pipa and Guqin. Journal of Chinese 
Literature and Culture, 9(2), 425-457. https://doi.
org/10.1215/23290048-9965671


