AL

Flourishing Creativity & Literacy

Advances in Language and Literary Studies
ISSN: 2203-4714
www.alls.aiac.org.au

Good EFL Learner’s Strategy In Enhancing English Mastery: A Case Study at Indonesian

College Students

Syawal*, Patahuddin, Nasrullah AS, Ali Wira Rahman

English education Department, Muhammadiyah University of Parepare, Indonesia

Corresponding Author: Syawal, E-mail: awal.umpar@gmail.com

ARTICLE INFO

ABSTRACT

Article history

Received: January 16, 2018
Accepted: March 25, 2018
Published: June 30, 2018
Volume: 9 Issue: 3
Advance access: May 2018

Conflicts of interest: None
Funding: None

EFL learner strategy has become a popular issue since English considered as an International
language which goes through with international public communication tools. In this study, the
researcher focused on verifying learner strategy in enhancing English mastery inside classroom
context of Indonesian college student. This study was qualitative research applied case study
approach, which involves grounded theory method. The subject of this study was a learner which
was considered as good EFL learner. Findings indicated that; a) Good EFL learner acts to obey a
rule of learners (discipline). b) Good EFL learner tends to be relaxed and not easily upset (easy
going). ¢) Good EFL learner has an eager to learn or to know something (curiosity). d) Good EFL
learner dare to be different or prefers to act differently. In addition, ) Good EFL learner usually
determined to follow a particular plan of action and sometimes using words in a clever and funny

way (serious and witty).
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INTRODUCTION

The study of learner strategy has already been started since
1975 up to now. It was started by (Rubin, 1975) by giving
a description of successful language learners. He mentions
three characteristics of good learners namely: (1) The good
language learner is a willing and accurate guesser, (2) The
good language learner has a strong drive to communicate,
and (3) The good language learner is often not inhibited (Ru-
bin, 1975). Referring to Rubin findings, the researchers are
trying to prove whether these findings also behave to EFL
learner in the classroom context especially at Indonesian
university.

Based on the national curriculum of Indonesia, English
has become a compulsory subject since junior high school
up to university levels and even before the enactment of the
2013 curriculum, English classified into additional subjects
or local content taught in primary schools from grade 4 to
grade 6. Based on these facts, English should no longer a
frightening subject for the pupils as well as students of the
university. Nevertheless, the fact that only a small number
of students who successfully mastered English well (Iftan-
ti, 2012; Patahuddin, Syawal, & Bin-Tahir, 2017; Taylor &
Henry, 2000), in other words, more than fail. The fact is,
of course, a big question mark leads to learning English in
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Indonesia either about the teacher, method, strategy or about
the pupils or the university students themselves.

In this study, the researchers tried to take part as a nation
who wants to contribute to the improvement of the mastery of
English as a foreign language. The interest of researchers will
be devoted to the learner strategy in learning English inside
the classroom. It is based on two things: First, the problem of
learning strategy in the classroom has not been much studied
in Indonesia compared to the study of learning motivation and
learning style. Second, the problem of learner learning strate-
gy in learning English students inside the classroom can give
an idea about the characteristics of successful English learner.

The research problems are focused on two important
points: (1) how the learner learning strategy in studying En-
glish inside the classroom and (2) the consequences brought
by learner learning strategy in studying English inside the
classroom. By being focused on these issues, this study can
give an idea about the learner learning strategy that should
be applied by the learners in order to have the good ability in
enhancing English mastery, especially learners in Indonesia
because most of the theoretical or research results derived
from cases that occurred abroad. In addition, the results of
this study can be used as a barometer of the results of previ-
ous research, especially research in Indonesia.
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As explained at the beginning that research on learning
strategy has been done by Rubin since 1975. In his research
(Rubin, 1975) describes four important matters related to
the good language learner namely (1) The good language
learner is a willing and accurate guesser. (2) The good lan-
guage learner has a strong drive to communicate. In ad-
dition (3) the good language learner is often not inhibited
and focused on communication. Moreover, he added that
(1) the good language learner is constantly looking for pat-
terns in the language. (2) The good language learner prac-
tices. (3) The good language learner monitors his own and
speaks to others and (4) the good language learner attends
to meaning.

In addition to Rubin, another researcher who studied the
learning strategies have also been carried out by (Lan, 2005)
in his dissertation about ”Language Learning Strategies Pro-
files of EFL Elementary School Students in Taiwan”. (Li-
ang, 2009) who claimed that proper use of language learning
strategies leads to the improvement of overall Second Lan-
guage (L2) or Foreign Language (FL) proficiency as well as
specific language skills. Many others researcher which has
done research on this problem such as (Chamot & El-Dinary,
1999); (Alharbi, 2015); (Felder & Brent, 2005); (Fewell,
2010); (Oxford, 2003); (Samani & Narafshan, 2016).

Then, refering to indonesian students strategy in en-
hancing english, there were many researchs findings found
by scholars. They are; (Aunurrahman, Kurniawati, &
Ramadhiyanti, 2013) in their research about College stu-
dents strategies in leraning English language in which 201
college students gave a response and found that the students
made use of three major strategies in learning English. Three
major strategies applied was cognitive, metacognitive and
compensation strategy. Another contribution to this issue
was coming from (Diyono, 2009) who investigate learning
strategies for EFL students in Developing their vocabulary
mastery found that in learning a foreign language, some fac-
tors are considered such as language being learned, duration,
degree of metacognitive awareness, age, sex, attitudes, per-
sonality characteristics, career orientation, language teach-
ing methods and task requirements. In addition, other indo-
nesian researchers who have given their contribution to this
major problem such as (Ras, 2013); (Mattarima & Hamdan,
2011) and (Wahyuni, 2013).

A Recent study in State University of Makassar (Muly-
ani, Haryanto, & Dollah, 2014) on their research which con-
cerning at describing the characteristics of good Indonesian
EFL learners. Their research report that there are at least sev-
en characteristics of Indonesian good EFL learners: (1) com-
ing from ordinary families and diverse family backgrounds,
(2) having high motivation and positive attitude, (3) having
extrovert, sociable, confident and goal oriented personality
traits and diverse language aptitude, (4) having good intel-
lectual competence (smart), (5) being able to take charge of
their own learning by taking various learning actions (cre-
ative), (6) being actively participate and not afraid of making
mistakes and, (7) having willingness or ability to personalize
the language. Moreover, they conclude that good Indonesia

EFL learners should employ various learning strategies in
their language learning.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study was qualitative research applied case study
approach which involves grounded theory method. The
grounded theory itself was introduced by (Glaser & Scott,
1967) and renewed by (Charmaz, 2006; Strauss & Corbin,
2008). This was conducted at the University of Muhammad-
iyah Parepare. One of the 7% semester students of English
Undergraduate Program participated in this research. The
subject of this research was chosen based on some reason;
he has the good achievement (average IPK 3,9 since 1% se-
mester), members of FIREDS (English Debating Club), and
delegates of Kopertis IX Sulawesi at National University
English Debating Championship in Pontianak. This study
involves an exploratory study to determine the subject, fo-
cused observation, field notes, field notes analysis and con-
verting result analysis into theory. The analysis of field notes
adopts the theory of coding by (Charmaz, 2006; Glaser &
Scott, 1967; Strauss & Corbin, 2008). It consisted of initial
coding, focused coding, and theoretical coding.

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings
Subject backgroud

The subject of this study was a learner of Muhammadiyah
University of Parepare. He is in the 7" semester of English
Undergraduate Program. He is categorized Good EFL learn-
ers based on some reasons;

a. He has the good academic achievement. His IPK since
1%t semester to 6 semester was up to 3,8.

b. He got some reputable scholarship of achievement such
as Scholarship of Kopertis Wil. IX Sulawesi and Local
Government Scholarship from Parepare majors.

c. Winning and participating some English Debating
national events such as NUDC Kopertis IX Sulawe-
si, NEED Yogyakarta, HBP competition, PDO, and
MAWAPRES.

Learning strategy

Based on researcher observation toward the subject of this
study reports that the subject strategies in attending class-
room activities as follows:

A good EFL learner acts to obey a rule of learners
(discipline)

The research subject is a learner who quite disciplined
in managing his daily activities. He is always present in
class 10-15 minutes before the lecture begins. Based on the
observations, the research subject always comes earliest in
the classroom. In addition to the discipline of the time, the
subject of research has consistently disciplined in doing the
tasks given by the lecturers. This is evident from his activi-
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ties when he is in a class. Some college friends often ask him
about his tasks is already “finished or not” and the answer is
always “yes finished”. Similarly, if the lecturers ask to col-
lect tasks, he was always the fastest turn in his assignments.
Another subject of discipline in the classroom demonstrates
by the subject related to his habits of dress and appearance.
Under the rules of the Muhammadiyah University of Pare-
pare, students are not allowed to wear a T-shirt and flip-flops
to follow lectures and research subject fact not even breaks
the rule. Likewise, with the haircut, he did not even get a
warning about it because his haircut is always in accordance
with the applicable rules. Therefore, he was highly respected
by his peers and loved by the lecturers.

A good EFL learner tends to be relaxed and not easily upset
(easy going)

Easy in this case is not as recognizable, easy going is meant
here is the attitude of the research subject that is not overly re-
sponsive to the answers or responses that he provided in both
discussion and question and answer session with the lecturer.
Although the answer or response, especially the structure of
the English that he speaks is considered less precise, he con-
tinued to speak or ask questions as the given opportunity. He
was not afraid of the structure of the English that he uttered.
Even if he was reminded of his mistake, he just turned and
said “sorry”. Likewise, with the tasks of the lecture, despite
his reprimand related to the format of the task he was doing,
he just nodded and said, “That’s my ability”.

A good EFL learner has an eager to learn or to know
something (curiosity)

Another strategy that is found in the activity of the subject
in the classroom was his curiosity is so high. In the lecturing
process, he often asked his lecture of courses given relat-
ed to the explanations that he considers unclear. Likewise,
when a word was spoken by the lecturers that he did not un-
derstand or did not clearly heard he always asked his friend
beside him. In addition, he also often looks for those words
in the dictionary by searching on his cell phone that he was
holding. He also frequently requested lecturer or his peer to
repeat the explanation that he had not yet understood. The
high curiosity of the subject leads him to be diligent in read-
ing a book and discuss with his lecturers and peers. Another
thing that can be seen is the habit of preparing a highlighter
to mark difficult words or sentences he found in a book and
find the answer through the internet or show the book to the
lecturers and to his friend. Regarding his habits like these, he
often considered being chatty by his friends. Yet, he was not
so concerned with the notion of his friends.

A good EFL learner dare to be different or prefers to act
differently

At question and answer session in the classroom, he always
stood up when he was given the opportunity to ask questions.
Different with his friends, in asking questions, they just sat
in their chair. Likewise, in asking the question, the research

subject always asks a question in English just the opposite
with most of his friend who questioning in Indonesian. In the
session of the presentation, the subject of research is quite
different. Providing with the “pointer” research subject ex-
plained his power point while standing at the corner of the
classroom so as not to hinder his friend’s view. In his presen-
tation, he did not read the text on the slide, but he explained it
pretty well. His friend, in exposing the power point material,
although already provided pointers by lecturers, indicates the
different thing but they chose to sit in front of a laptop while
reading material in their powerpoint slide. In terms of appear-
ance, research subject is also unique, research subject accus-
tomed to wearing a shirt with a vest on the outside. In taking
the position of a seat in the class, research subject is always
sitting in the front row, dealing with his courses lecturers.

A good EFL learner usually determined to follow a
particular plan of action and sometimes using words in a
clever and funny way (serious and witty)

The interesting thing about this research subject is his per-
sonality. This subject is very serious in following the lecture,
but he is also quite witty. While discussions he often jokes
for either closing remarks issued through speech or through
facial expression that he shows. It is also often seen when the
lecturer of the course provides an explanation, the subject
looks quite serious listening to the lecturers, but when the
lecturers slipped spontaneously funny sentences, research
subject remonstrated funny sentence or the laughter that is
unique. The witty of subjects was also recognized by his
friends who often become victims of his wit.

Discussion

Subject’s activity in the classroom as found in observa-
tion led researchers to draw some substantive conclusions
as follows:

The first conclusion, Discipline in learning is one of the
attitudes of obedience, which must be owned by learners in
order to have a good way of learning. Discipline in learn-
ing is seen as factors that affect the learning achievement of
learners. Attitudes and behavior do not form on their own
discipline and in a short time, but through a long process.
Discipline will be realized through early coaching start from
the family environment and continue to education in the
school. Families and schools are an important place for the
development of the discipline in learning of the learners. It
could be argued that the discipline of learning is formed not
automatically since human beings are born, but are formed
due to the influence of the environment. In theory, in order to
obtain higher academic achievement, the learner must install
a good way of learning and regular. The learning achieve-
ment is not necessarily determined by mere intellectual acu-
men but also learning discipline determine the success of
learners achieves the coveted feat. Learners who have the
discipline will show the attitude of order and obedience in
the study without coercion and pressure from the outside.

The learning achievement is a barometer of the ability
of learners after learning activities over a given period. The
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learning achievement is influenced by several factors, one of
which is the discipline of learning. Differences discipline of
study for each learner raises academic achievement is dif-
ferent also. Some scholars have done research on this matter
such as (Bechuke & Debeila, 2012) which claims that dis-
cipline in school which is geared at ensuring the safety of
educators and learners and to create an environment condu-
cive to teaching and learning is hampered if the behavior of
learners in school disrupts the normal teaching and learning
process.

The Discipline of a learner is also very influential on how
a teacher/lecturer teaching in the learning process. However,
the readiness of a teacher or lecturer in the learning process
if there are learners who lack discipline or are not willing to
follow the rules that apply to the classroom or school and
college will affect to the sustainability of the learning pro-
cess. This is consistent with research findings stating that
how disciplinary problems of learners impacted negatively
on the emotional and social well-being of the (Marciniak,
2015; Naicker, 2014)

The second conclusion is that the easygoing attitude is
part of a concept that acts as a determinant in the success of
the development of the learning process. Easygoing is an im-
portant part of every conversation about the human personal-
ity. Easygoing is a trait unique to humans, so it can be used to
distinguish human beings from other living creatures. Easy-
going for someone can be seen through the attitude of her
that is the actualization of the person. Humans as organisms
that have the drive to develop that ultimately caused it to be
aware of where he is. Individual feeling that he does not have
the abilities they possess. However, all success depends on
how people looked at quality their capabilities. The views
and negative attitudes towards the quality of the capabilities
of the resulting individual perceive the entire task as some-
thing that is difficult to resolve, therefore it is important for
a student to always be humble and easygoing so he could
mingle with whomever in the classroom.

Third, according to a study conducted by a psychologist,
(Kashdan, Sherman, Yarbro, & Funder, 2013), it is known
that people who suffer from social anxiety and have a high
curiosity may be more likely to engage in behaviors that avoid
conflict. Helping to overcome anxiety is a normal thing when
you are anxious or nervous before facing the big day. Howev-
er, curiosity and excitement about something new, about the
new people, might push away your anxieties. Associated with
happiness, one theory about happiness is a development of
happiness point early on. According to (Kashdan, Dewall, et
al., 2013), happiness levels go up and down depending on the
positive and negative events experienced. (Kashdan, Dewall,
et al., 2013) says, curiosity can increase the happiness of a
few degrees. “When we are curious, we are willing to leave
the life that is familiar to us and take the risk even if it makes
us feel anxious and uncomfortable. Instead of trying desper-
ately to explain and control our world, an explorer who wants
to know will embrace uncertainty and see life as something
fun to be discovered and learned.

Fourth, the purpose of learning is to humanize humans.
The learning process is considered successful if the learner

has understood the environment and themselves. Students
in the learning process should strive to gradually able to
achieve self-actualization as well as possible. Therefore, as a
student, the student should dare to try without fear of being
wrong. With the courage to try, the course will give valuable
experience in the end. This fact is in line with the findings of
(Rubin, 1975) which states that the good language learner is
often not inhibited.

Fifth, every learner has a learning strategy that is differ-
ent. There are very serious with no sense of humor, and some
are very humorous. Although there are shades of humor, still
does not eliminate the nuances of seriousness and discipline.
Humorous learners will get a positive value because learners
can more enjoy, do not feel scared or depressed. In fact, they
became more daring to issue ideas and opinions. With inter-
ludes of humor, the atmosphere of learning will be back in
the liquid, friendlier and more passionate. Often people say
that laughter can make your brain fresh and healthy. Humor-
ous learners can reduce the psychological barriers between
learners who can impede learning, such as embarrassment,
fear, distress, and others. Physically laugh also will loosen
the muscles associated with the important brain cells. Mean-
while, when the learning process can bring a pleasant atmo-
sphere for the learners, classroom full of openness, familiar,
then the passion of learning will be higher so that the learn-
ers will be easier to remember and understand the subject
matter.

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

As explained in the findings and discussion, the conclu-
sions of this study emphasized on some pretty basic stuff
to be owned by EFL learners in the learning process in-
side the classroom. Its fundamental issue includes: a) good
EFL learner acts to obey a rule of learners (discipline), b)
good EFL learner tends to be relaxed and not easily upset
(easy going), c¢) good EFL learner has an eager to learn or
to know something (curiosity), d) good EFL learner dare to
be different or prefers to act differently, and e) good EFL
learner usually determined to follow a particular plan of ac-
tion and sometimes using words in a clever and funny way
(serious and witty). Therefore, the researchers believe that
through the proposed strategy the EFL learner will be easier
in following English course inside the classroom. Moreover,
it strongly suggests that EFL learner try to utilize various
strategies to make learning activity more effective and pleas-
ant. Lastly, it is suggested for the next researcher to conduct
deeper researches about learner learning strategies of good
EFL learner with a greater number and various educational
background of studies.
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